CLAIMS 



1. A processor-readable medium comprising processor-executable 
instructions configured for: 

receiving configuration data for a clock radio; 
retrieving media content identified by the configuration data; 
preconfiguring audio data from the media content into one or more audio 
sources; and 

sending an alarm instruction over a network to the clock radio, the alarm 
instruction configured to sound an alarm on the clock radio at an alarm time 
identified by the configuration data. 

2. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 1, comprising 
further processor-executable instructions configured for: 

sending an alarm audio file over the network to the clock radio, the alarm 
instruction further configured to sound the alarm on the clock radio by causing the 
clock radio to play the alarm audio file. 

3. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 1, comprising 
further processor-executable instructions configured for: 

receiving a post-alarm audio data instruction from the clock radio; and 
streaming a first audio source of preconfigured audio data to the clock radio 
over the network in response to the post-alarm audio data instruction. 
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4. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 3, comprising 
further processor-executable instructions configured for: 

receiving an audio data adjustment instruction from the clock radio; and 
adjusting the first audio source of preconfigured audio data in response to 
the audio data adjustment instruction. 

5. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 4, wherein the 
audio data adjustment instruction is a skip back instruction and the adjusting 
comprises streaming the first audio source of preconfigured audio data beginning 
at an audio file that is previous to a currently streaming audio file within the first 
audio source. 

6. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 4, wherein the 
audio data adjustment instruction is a skip forward instruction and the adjusting 
comprises streaming the first audio source of preconfigured audio data beginning 
at an audio file that is subsequent to a currently streaming audio file within the first 
audio source. 

7. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 4, wherein the 
audio data adjustment instruction is to step to a next audio source of preconfigured 
audio data, and the adjusting comprises: 

halting the streaming of the first source; and 

streaming a second source of preconfigured audio data to the clock radio 
over the network. 
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8. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 1, comprising 
further processor-executable instructions configured for: 

receiving a snooze instruction from the clock radio; and 
sending the alarm instruction over the network to the clock radio at a later 
time in accordance with the snooze instruction. 

9. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
retrieving media content comprises retrieving media content from the group 
comprising: 

audio formatted content; and 
text-based content. 

10. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 9, wherein the text- 
based content is selected from the group comprising: 

text-based email; 

text-based calendar appointments; 
text-based news reports; 
text-based weather reports; 
text-based traffic reports; and 
text-based stock reports. 

11. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
preconfiguring audio data comprises converting text-based data into audio 
formatted data. 
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12. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
preconfiguring audio data comprises generating audio file playlists to be used as 
audio sources. 

13. A processor-readable medium comprising processor-executable 
instructions configured for: 

receiving an alarm instruction from a remote device over a network, the 
alarm instruction configured to sound a local alarm; 

receiving audio alarm data from the remote device over the network; and 
sounding the local alarm by playing the audio alarm data. 

14. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 13, comprising 
further processor-executable instructions configured for: 

receiving a stop instruction from a local control panel, the stop instruction 
configured to stop the sounding of the local alarm; and 

sending a post-alarm audio data instruction to the remote device over the 
network, the post-alarm audio data instmction configured to cause the remote 
device to stream a first audio source of preconfigured audio data over the network. 

15. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 14, comprising 
further processor-executable instructions configured for: 

receiving the first audio source of preconfigured audio data from the remote 
device over the network; and 

playing the first audio source of preconfigured audio data. 
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16. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 15, comprising 
further processor-executable instructions configured for: 

receiving a skip forward instruction from the local control panel; and 
sending the skip forward instruction to the remote device over the network, 
the skip forward instruction configured to cause the remote device to skip to a next 
audio file in the first audio source of preconfigured audio data. 

17. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 15, comprising 
further processor-executable instructions configured for: 

receiving a skip back instruction from the local control panel; and 

sending the skip back instruction to the remote device over the network, the 

skip back instruction configured to cause the remote device to skip to a previous 

audio file in the first audio source of preconfigured audio data. 

18. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 15, comprising 
further processor-executable instructions configured for: 

receiving an audio source instruction from the local control panel; and 
sending the audio source instruction to the remote device over the network, 
the audio source instmction configured to cause the remote device to halt the 
streaming of the first audio source and to stream a second audio source of 
preconfigured audio data. 

19. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 15, comprising 
further processor-executable instructions configured for: 

receiving a snooze instruction from the local control panel; 
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sending the snooze instruction to the remote device over the network; 
receiving the audio alarm data from the remote device over the network at a 
later time according to the snooze instruction; and 
sounding the local alarm at the later time. 

20. A processor-readable medium as recited in claim 15, comprising 
further processor-executable instructions configured for: 

receiving a local function instruction from the local control panel; and 
changing a local function according to the local function instruction. 

21. A computer comprising: 

a clock radio setup application configured to support a clock radio user 
interface and to receive clock radio setup information through the clock radio user 
interface; and 

a communication interface configured to communicate with a clock radio 
over a network in accordance with the clock radio setup information. 

22. A computer as recited in claim 21, wherein the clock radio setup 
information comprises: 

an alarm time; 

an alarm sound; and 

instructions for generating post-alarm audio data. 

23. A computer as recited in claim 22, wherein the alarm time is selected 
from the group comprising: 
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a user-entered alarm time; and 

an application-determined alarm time. 

24. A computer as recited in claim 22, wherein the post-alarm audio data 
comprises an audio file playlist. 

25. A computer as recited in claim 24, wherein the audio file playlist 
includes audio files selected from the group comprising: 

audio files stored on the computer; 

audio files fi"om a peripheral device coupled to the computer; 
audio files from an Intemet content provider; and 
audio files converted from text-based data. 

26. A computer as recited in claim 25, wherein the text-based data is 
selected from the group comprising: 

data from a text-based news source; 
data from a text-based sports source; 
data from a text-based weather source; 
data from a text-based traffic source; 
data from a text-based email source; and 
data from a text-based calendaring source. 

27. A computer as recited in claim 22, further comprising a text-to- 
speech converter configured to convert text-based data into post-alarm audio data. 
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28. A clock radio comprising: 

an electronic time base to keep time; 
a display device to display the time; 

a control panel configured to receive local instructions, including local time 
set instructions and local alarm set instructions; 

a communication interface configured to receive remote instructions, 
including remote time set instructions, remote alarm set instructions, and a remote 
audio data stream from a network device; and 

a control module configured to set the time, to set an alarm, and to render 
the remote audio data stream in accordance with the local instructions and the 
remote instructions. 

29. A clock radio as recited in claim 28, wherein the control panel 
comprises: 

a forward button configured to skip forward to a next audio file in the 
remote audio data stream; 

a back button configured to skip backward to a previous audio file in the 
remote audio data stream; and 

an audio source button configured to skip between a plurality of audio data 
sources available from the network device. 

30. A clock radio as recited in claim 29, wherein the control panel 
further comprises: 

a snooze button to turn off the alarm temporarily; 

a stop/resume button to altemately stop and resume a local function; 
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a local function button to alternately set the clock radio to different local 
functions; and 

a volume button to set a volume level for the clock radio. 

31. A clock radio as recited in claim 30, wherein the local functions are 
selected from the group comprising: 

a time set function; 

an alarm set function; 

an AM radio station function; 

an FM radio station function; and 

an audio source function. 

32. A clock radio as recited in claim 28, wherein the remote audio data 
stream comprises a preconfigured playlist of audio files. 

33. A clock radio as recited in claim 32, wherein the audio files are 
selected from the group comprising: 

an appointment audio file representing text-based calendar appointment 
information translated by a text-to-speech engine; 

an email audio file representing a text-based email translated by a text-to- 
speech engine; 

a news audio file representing a text-based news story translated by a text- 
to-speech engine; 

a weather audio file representing a text-based weather report translated by a 
text-to-speech engine; 
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a business audio file representing a text-based business story translated by a 
text-to-speech engine; 

a sports audio file representing a text-based sports story translated by a text- 
to-speech engine; 

a traffic audio file representing a text-based traffic report translated by a 
text-to-speech engine; and 

a personal music file from a collection of music files. 
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